PARISH HAPPENINGS

Advent, like Lent, is a penitential season and the liturgical
color is purple. So why then is Father Jose Maria wearing
pink today? On the 8rd Sunday of Advent, or Gaudete
(Latin for ‘rejoice’) Sunday, we've passed the mid-point of
Advent and the Church lightens the mood a little with rose-
colored vestments. The change in color provides us with
encouragement to continue our spiritual preparation,
especially fasting and prayer, Christmas.

Because of the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe there will be
no 7:30am Mass, confession or adoration on Mon., Dec. 12.

"Do you enjoy singing God's praises? All parishioners, high
school age and up, are invited to be part of our 9:30am
Sunday choir, and/or our Christmas Eve choir! Plan to
attend practice on Wed., Dec. 14 at 6:30pm, as well Sun.,,
Dec. 18 at 8:00am. There is no need to read music. Contact
choir director Jackie Vazquez (JEVazquez42@aim.com) if
you have questions in advance of practice. We are looking
forward to singing with you!

o

Christmas Pageant - Calling all actors & musicians!
Students in kindergarten through 12th grade, please add
your name to the bulletin board by the elevator to sign up.
This is your last day to let us know you want to
participate! Make sure to include your phone number so
that we can contact you with practice dates and times.

" you would like to keep Christ in Christmas,
Keep Advent in Advent’

Sunday: Guadalupe Novena: 6:30pm

Monday: Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (Spanish) -

Everyone is invited!

e 5:00am-Las Mananitas (morning prayer & song),
7:00am-Matachines (dancers) & breakfast

e 5:00pm-Rosary, 6:00pm-Mass, followed by dinner

Friday: Las Posadas, 6:00pm. (Spanish) Posadas (Spanish

for “the inns”) symbolize Mary and Joseph’s long and

frustrating search for a place to stay where Jesus could be
born. We learn from the Posadas that by welcoming the
poor and the needy, we are welcoming Jesus in our midst

(See Matthew 25:40).

Saturday: Los Posadas 5:30pm (Spanish)

Sunday, Dec. 18:

e 2:00pm - Christmas Caroling! Join us in the Parish Hall
tor hot cocoa and cookies as we practice our Christmas
songs and process to the Veteran’s Administration
Nursing Home to share holiday cheer with the residents.

e  4:00-7:00pm - Bilingual Las Posadas hosted by the
Knights of Columbus. FIollowed by pinatas for the
kids! There will be a potluck dinner, please bring a dish
to share!

Friday, Dec. 23: Children’s Activities (toddlers & older).
Leave your children with of our middle and high school
students while you finish last minute Christmas details.
Pizza party from Noon to 12:30pm, 12:30-2:00pm will be
pageant practice and for those not in the pageant, games and
craft activities. Everyone joins together from 2:00-4:00pm
for cookie decorating!

Advent Reconciliation Services @7pm: Dec. 13, St. Mary
of the Crown, Carbondale, & Dec. 15, St. Vincent, Basalt,.

Christmas Schedule:
e Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24«
e  4:00pm - Christmas Pageant (Hall)
e  4:40pm - English choir prelude
e 5:00pm - Mass in English
e 7:30pm - Mass in Spanish, followed by Las
Posadas and dinner
e Christmas Day, Sunday Dec. 25 - regular Mass schedule

v

Liturgical Ministry Training for Lectors: Save these dates!
Mon., Jan. 16, 7:00pm, “Techniques for Effective Pro-
claiming” and Thu., Feb. 23 at 5:30pm for a live virtual
session on “Entering into the Lenten Scriptures”. For more
information, please contact Bryan Fleming,

o

yrge2010@hotmail.com.

\ o

2017 Archdiocese of Denver calendars ($4 suggestion
donation) and Jan-Mar Living Faith booklets ($1 donation)

can be found by the Lighthouse CD display.

YOUTH MINISTRY INFORMATION

All Middle and High School youth are invited to attend our
end of the year Tacky Sweater and Bowling party this
Sunday, Dec. 11, from 4-6pm at the Rifle Bowling Alley. It
will be $2 for shoes, $2 per game, & snacks can be purchased
as well. Awards for the funniest, ugliest, and most-
outrageous sweater will be given, so go digging for those

sweaters! Don’t forget your signed permission slip.

See the Information Rack for upcoming December Youth
Ministry and Family Life events, including our pizza party,

cookie decorating extravaganza, caroling and much more!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION
No classes on December 18, 25 & January 1

Grades 1-8:10:45AM-Noon: Dec. 11 and Jan. 8

and Jan. 8
Ist Year High School: 2:00-3:30PM: Dec. 11 and Jan. 8
Confirmation: 2:00-3:30PM: Dec. 11 and Jan. 8

MEETINGS AND THINGS

e Middle & High School Youth Group: Sun, 4-6pm,
Rifle Bowling Alley - permission slips needed!

e Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena (Spanish): Sun.,
6:30pm

 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe: Monday

e RCIA (English): Mon., 6:30pm, Room 4

e Knights of Columbus: Tue., 6:30pm, Room 2

e Maria Auxiliadora Prayer Group (Spanish): Tue.,
7:00pm, Hall

e 9:30am Christmas Choir Practice: Wed., 6:30pm

e Las Posadas (Spanish): Fri., 6:00pm, & Sat., 5:30pm

e RICA (Spanish): Friday, 7:00pm, Room 4

e Christmas Caroling: Sun., 12/12, 2:00pm

« Bilingual Las Posadas & Potluck: Sunday, 4-7:00pm

Grades 4PM, 5PM, 6PM & RCIC: 2:00-3:30PM: Dec. 11
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Liturgical Schedule

English Mass
e Mon., Tues., Fri.: 7:30am

e Saturday: 4:30pm
e Sunday: 9:30am
Misa en Espafiol:

e Jueves: 7:00pm .
e Sibado: 7:00pm Adoration Schedule:

e Domingo: 12:30pm e Mon., Tue., Fri.: 8:00am—9:00am

Sacred Heart - 230 N. 6th St., Silt ® First Friday of Each Month:
e Sunday: 7:30am (English) 8:00am—=6:00pm

Reconciliation Schedule:
e Mon., Tues., Fri.: 7:00am
e Thursday: 6:30pm
e Saturday: 3:30pm & 6:30pm
e Sunday:12:00pm

ST. MARY PARISH
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Pastor: Fr. José Marfa Quera
Pastoral Assistant: Karla Jacobs
KarlaJacobs@StMaryRifle.com
970-625-5125 X20
Parish Office Hours:
Mon., Tues., Thu., & Fri.: 9:00am-1:30pm
After Lunch break by appointment
Religious Ed Coordinator: Mandie Dovey
MandieDovey@StMaryRifle.com
970-625-3891 x23
Office Hours:
Sun.: 8:30am-9:15am & 12:00-12:30pm
Mon.: 4:30pm-6:30pm
Family Life/Youth Ministry Coordinator:
Sophie Simms, 970-625-3891 x107
SophieSimms@StMaryRifle.com
Office Hours:
Mon.: 12:00pm-2:00pm
Maintenance: Joe Skelly
Fax: 970-625-1095
Prayer Requests: Call: 625-4509, 625-5125
or e-mail prayer@stmaryrifle.com
Email: info@stmaryrifle.com
Submission Deadlines:
eBulletin - Tuesday Noon
eAnnouncements - Thursday Noon
Online: www.stmaryritle.com

Find us on St Mary Catholic
Facebook churchin Rifle

Parish & Finance Councils

Parish Council:

Larry Brady Daniel Bucio
Agueda deLeon Bernie Whitman
Finance Council:

Allan Cyr Lillian Dahlin
Michelle Duran Dan Niedbalski

Bob Pendergast Rosie Ruiz

761 BIRCH AVE. — P.0. BOX 191 — RIFLE, CO 81650 — WWW.STMARYRIFLE.COM
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Janet Blea, Dave Kissell, Gabbie Levy, Pat Ghastin,
Marilyn Weiss, Jim Sweeney, Darren Crabtree,
Dorothy Ceremuga, Linda Como, Rick & LuAnna
Kuester, Zack Sowieja & family, Ruben Quintero,
Marilyn Bryan, Lisa Edwards, Bernice Ghastin, Chris
Chavez, Joan Weaver, Gayl Bernhardt, Darrell
Redman, the family of Rustin Franke, Kyle Scholla,
Butch Pressler, Alice Holmes, Mark Holmes, Billie
Jansky, Craig Leonard, Brian Garland, Bill Oaks, Anita
Sundin, Rick Sundin, Joshua Jones, Julia Avonovich,
Tammy Waller, Fred Garcia, Julie Kuper, Marty
Thompson, Pat Schmeckel, Ted Diaz, Corky Wilson,
Alex & Linda Garcia, Alicia & David Thorpe, Tony
Martinez, Linda Tomasi, Lauren Giard, Cathy Richard,
Mary Ann Olson, Irene Goergen, Kim Nieslanik, Susan
Armstrong, Freddie Romero, Gerald Waters, Nancy
Newton, Joe Elliot, Kathy Willeart, Patrick Chavez,
Reagan Nelson, Joyce Cawley, Clarence Gomez, Esther
Jones, Lucy Wolff, Bob Christensen, Yvonne Diaz,
Tanya Giard, Loretta Kochis (Mable Sanders’ sister),
Scott Gordon, Kari Kuerstan, Bert Garlitz, Eliza
Gallegos, Mary Benson, Daniel Tena, Connie Ritter,
Rosalia Garza, Derek Miles, Gordan Hammel,
Kimberly Green, Virginia Escalante, John & Therese
Daly, Clarence Gomez, Amanda Axelson, Mary
Brennan, Andrea Gallegos, Nadine Gadis, Pat Squire,
Marlene Brandt, and for all others in our Parish and
Community who are in need of our prayer. For the
souls of our departed: Georgi Aibner, Betty Fulton,
Frank Breslin, Ed Andzel, Ernest “Joe” Thompson,
Shannon Bascomb, Elaine Gomez, James Flynn, Billy
Mauer, Tom Scanlon, Fr. Robert Hehn, Bellard Garcia.
For prayer requests or to join our e-mail/phone
prayer ministry contact Dorothy Zinn (625-4509).
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Universal: That the scandal of child-soldiers
may be eliminated the world over.

EvangelizationThat the peoples of Europe
may rediscover the beauty, goodness and truth
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Sunday: 3rd & 4th Year Theology

Monday: 1st & 2nd Year Theology

Tuesday: 1st & 2nd Year Theology

Wednesday: Spirituality Year

Thursday: College Freshmen & Sophomores

Friday: Vocations Ministry

Saturday: Applicants & Prospective
Seminarians

A

Dec. 10 7:00pm Robles Hernandez Family

Dec. 11 12:30pm  Denisse Rodriguez Z

Dec. 12 6:00pm  Guadalupe Nunez Z

Dec. 13  7:30am  Denisse Rodriguez Z

Dec. 15 7:00pm  Carlos Ariel Artiaga Aguirre Z

BY GOD’S m

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD
Joy is different from happiness. Happiness is a transient experience,
but joy has more depth to it, more lasting roots. It can be
independent of what is going on around us. In John’s Gospel, the
night before he died, Jesus says to his disciples that he wants his joy
to be in them and their joy to be complete (John 15:11). And Paul
writes to the Thessalonians: “Rejoice always” (2 Thessalonians
5:16).
Tod)ay’s readings invite us to think about what brings us joy. Isaiah
offers images of a world that will blossom or bloom, flowering into
tullness. The prophet gives us wonderful images of dry, parched
land suddenly breaking into a colorful display of new and abundant
life.
This fullness also results from something being restored that had
been lost or that was missing from the start: sight, hearing, being
able to sing and leap with joy, health of body and spirit. Such
tullness comes from God. It is gift, pure and simple.
God wants us to have this fullness of life, to be sure. It will come
with the coming of the Lord. In the meantime, we are to wait
patiently, not complaining, but with hearts marked by certitude.
We have assurance in that we have already been welcomed into the
kingdom at our baptism. The rest is only a matter of time. In
speaking of John as more than a prophet, Jesus concludes by
saying, “Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he” (Matthew 11:11).

TWEHYSa ! @ 2| f

[ A QA VE 2D2NRR
We can ask God to give us that joy that the world cannot give, a
joy that is found rooted in our faith in God, in our trusting that the
God who raised Jesus up will also bring us to fullness of life.
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Dec. 12 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Revelation 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB Luke 1:26-38

Dec. 13 - St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 Matthew 21:28-32

Dec. 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church
Isaiah 45:6C-8, 18, 21C-25 Luke 7:18B-23

Dec. 15 - Advent Weekday

[saiah 54:1-10 Luke 7:24-30
Dec. 16 - Advent Weekday
Isaiah 56:1-3A, 6-8 John 5:33-36

Dec. 17 — Advent Weekday
Genesis 49:2, 8-10

Dec. 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-14 Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:1-17

Matthew 1:18-24

To request a Mass intention, please make your request%{?r?éis 1s Emmanuel, “God with us”, risen from the dead. He is the

Mass in the sacristy.

ing of glory.

"""DEAR FATHER —

Q. When I was younger, my faith was very important; but lately I
don’t feel that closeness to God. s this a crisis of faith?

A. How has your life changed since childhood? Do you feel,
react, and appreciate things today as you did then? Spirituality
is an ordinary part of human experience, and I hope you
discover that the God of your youth, although remembered
tondly, is not the God of your adult experience.

Many adults discover that their understanding, decisions, and
behaviors have expanded and matured. In the interplay of the
demands of society and culture, we are forced to grow and develop.
What worked for us as a child of five is not usually what we would
choose today.

In the spiritual journey, we are not so much forced but invited to
grow and mature. Some people miss the invitation and get stuck in
a rut. They may cling to childlike images of God and still expect
such images to serve them well. The consequences of this are not
easily recognized until moments of crisis or dramatic change, when
the result is often reflected by the question, “Where is God?”

So it’s not so much a crisis of faith but a realization of the desire
to pursue (again) the spiritual journey. Begin to relate to God as
an adult. Use your skills and knowledge to build a new
relag ip with, God, the Church, and the community of

tbzliea\/cg‘?Yo{l év)iil &s%)Wer a living faith, an experience of God
that is important and meaningtful for you now.

4:30pm_Saturday December 17

Extraordinary Ministers: Karla Jacobs and
Bertha Saville

Lector: Melanie Holmes

Ushers: Dick & Jean Buchan
Cantor: Bill Poche & Mike Westhoff
Gifts: Meghan & Anisa Orona
Sacristan: Fred Garcia

9:30am_Sunday December 18
Host Needed for Potluck Coffee Hour
Extraordinary Ministers: Trudy Giard,
Lyle Green, Karla Jacobs,
Kim Feese & Troy Feese

Lector: Bryan Fleming and
Kevin Roberts

Ushers: Susan Armstrong and
Daniel Ilincuta

Server: Danny Urenda

Cantor: Choir

Gifts: Jenny Peed Family

Coffee Hosts: Potluck: Hosts Needed!
Church Cleaners: Jim Garland and Mary
Ann Olson
Money Counters: Dorothy Zinn, Lucy

Wolff, and Rose Fraser

Sacristan: Julie Lana
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